
Igniting a diverse Spirit-fueled movement  
that catalyzes the multiplication of disciples, 

leaders, and churches.



THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME TO BE A 
PART OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

CONFERENCE! 
It is a great privilege to work with the amazing team of pastors and churches in the Pacific Northwest 
Conference. We are extremely grateful for the work that the Holy Spirit is doing among us, as we ignite a 
diverse, Spirit-fueled movement of disciples, leaders, and churches. The stories of life-changing experiences, 
courageous obedience to Jesus, and the emergence of fresh expressions of church being birthed in our 
conference are truly exciting to witness, as we move together towards our goal of starting 120 new apostolic 
initiatives. 
We want to express our gratitude to you for following the Spirit's lead in partnering with us to build the 
kingdom of God. This is a great time to partner with Jesus and each other as Free Methodists in the Pacific 
Northwest. We invite you to join us in prayer for this Spirit-fueled movement that is happening in our 
communities and among our churches. Please pray that God will raise up the resources and workers needed 
to plant new apostolic initiatives throughout our conference. 
Furthermore, we ask you to consider how Jesus is inviting you to be a part of this movement. Let us know in 
what ways you are willing to commit to prayer, giving, or planting as we work together in this harvest field. 
Together, we can create a greater impact and see more lives transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit."



Free Methodists are first and foremost a Kingdom people. Yet throughout church history 
God has raised up dis<nct movements like ours to enrich the larger body of Christ. 

These five values express the dis<nc<ons that clarify our sense of what God is calling us 
to become. We counsel every local church to create a unique culture as they lead a 

disciple-making, mission-engaging congrega<on that embraces The Free Methodist Way. 
For more resources on our values visit, fmcusa.org/thefmway  

LIFE-GIVING HOLINESS 
God’s call to holiness was never meant to be a 
burden, but a giJ that liberates us for life that is 
truly life by delivering us from the destruc<ve 
power of sin. 

Love-driven justice 
Love is the way we demonstrate God’s heart for 
jus<ce by valuing the image of God in all men, 
women, and children, ac<ng with compassion 
toward the oppressed, resis<ng oppression, and 
stewarding crea<on. 

CHRIST-COMPELLED MULTIPLICATION 
The gospel of Jesus Christ—the message He 
proclaimed, the life He lived, and the ministry He 
modeled—set into mo<on a redemp<ve 
movement des<ned to fill the whole earth. 

Cross-Cultural Collaboration 
From the beginning, God’s intent was to have a 
people from every na<on, culture and ethnicity, 
united in Christ and commissioned to carry out 
His work in the world.

God-Given Revelation 
We hold unwaveringly to our convic<on that the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God and our final 
authority in all maQers of faith and prac<ce.OU
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Snohomish Free Methodist Church, Circa 1890's 

Seattle Seminary took over the 
honor of being the largest Sunday 
School in the conference. 

CONFERENCE 
TERRITORY 
ENLARGED IN 1901 

In 1901 the Columbia River 
Conference requested by vote that 
the executive committee change the 
boundary line between the Wash-
ington and Columbia River Confer-
ences, making the Columbia River 

line. Thus all preach-
mg pomts west of the Columbia 
River were transferred to the 
Washington Conference. Called the 
Ellensburg District, the added 
preaching points were Roslyn, Cle 
Elum, Sunnyside, North Yakima 
(later changed to Yakima), 
Ellensburg, and Teanaway. As a 
result of these additions, the total 
number of Sunday Schools in-
creased to 17 and total membership 
to 524. 

A great many concerns were voiced 
about reforms, especially in the area 
of conformity to the world. A partial 
report of the Committee on Reforms 
follows: "We fear there is a ten-
dency toward the world in many of 
our good people. Let us avoid 
worldliness as we would the devil ... 
Let us as pilgrims be free from the 
world in spirit, customs and fash-
ions. Let no changes of 'the season 
of the year make any change that 
will lead in the direction of the 
world. If any man is a friend of the 
world he is an enemy of God is 
preaching none too plain." The 
committee report went on to urge 
reform in the areas of covetousness 
unity effort, a sanctified tongue, ' 
redeemmg the time, and the pay-
ment of debts. 

It is not surprising that the 
_1895-1905 decade brought an 
mcreased concern regarding 

Historians report a 
number of life changing 

mventions: the automobile the 
1903 ANNUAL airplane, the radio and motion 
CONFERENCE and even the telephone 

was still called newfangled in that 
General Superintendent E. P. decade. 

Hart presided over the eighth At the ninth annual session 
annual conference April15-19, held in April of 1904, the confer: 
1903, at Seattle. The statistical ence was divided into three dis-
reports showed a gain of twenty- tricts: the Puget Sound District with 
three percent in total membership. T. H. Marsh as District Elder and 
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th_e Tacoma and Ellensburg Districts 
wrth B. F. Smalley assigned District 
Elder of these two districts. 

"'\significant fund raising 
campargn took place at this confer-
ence, resulting in the raising of 
$25,000 in subscriptions for the 

of the new administration 
bmldmg at Seattle Seminary. The 

joined in singing, 
Prarse God From Whom All 

Blessings Flow;' and all went to 
their work with courage and faith 
for the coming year. 

Jules Ryff, missionary to Africa 
1904 ' 

WORN-OUT 
pREACHERS 

In the early decades of our 
conference, the Free Methodist 
Yearbook refers to retired ministers 
as "superannuated or worn-out 
preachers!' In those days there was 
no set retirement age; you served as 
long as you were able to do so . 
There were no pensions or Social 
Security funds available. Each 
conference decided on an annual 
lump sum payment for superannu-
ated preachers, their widows and 
orphans. In 1905, a typical pay-
ment to a retired preacher was 
$100-$150; a preacher's widow, 
$75-$100; orphans,$25-$45. Since 
life expectancy at the turn of the 
century was 47 years, most confer-
ences had only a few payments to 
make. 

The 1905 Yearbook records 686 
full members and 145 probationers in our 
conference. A total of $8,597.04 was paid 
to 21 preachers. 

THE 
PROMISED 
L AND 
1905-1915 

In this decade all kinds of 
promotional brochures advertised 
Wonderful Washington to the rest of 
the nation. It was portrayed as the 

Iand-a pleasant, healthy 
chmate with splendid opportunities 
for both labor and capital. 

This was a decade of height-
ened social awareness in Washing-
ton State. Women were granted the 
vote in 1910, more than a decade 
before the rest of the nation fol-
lowed suit. The WCTU (Women's 
Ch:isti_an Temperance Union) was 
actrve m educating the populace on 
the evils of 'the demon rum: Many 

Mrs. A. H. Stillwell, wife of Seattle Seminary Vice President, at wheel, with 
Sunday School children ready to join downtown prohibition parade, circa 1914 

Free Methodist women were WCTU 
members. 

The Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) union was organized 
in 1905, to better working and 
living conditions for wage workers. 

Between 1905 and 1915, an 
apple craze gripped eastern Wash-
ington. "Fruitland" was sold to 
future orchardists who planted 
millions of acres with fruit trees. 
Today, the irrigated lands of the 
Yakima, Wenatchee, and Okanagan 
districts produce the majority of the 
apples in the state. 

Among notable regional events 
that encouraged growth and pros-
perity was the Alaska Yukon Pacific 
Exposition of 1909 in Seattle. The 
first day's attendance was close to 
90,000, with a total of 3,750,000 
during its 137-day run. This, in a 
state with a population of just over 
a million. 

CAMP MEETINGS 
In the 1905-1915 decade we 

begin to read reports of annual 
camp meetings held in various 
locations in the Washington Confer-
ence. (The annual conference 
sessions were held in different local 
churches and not combined with 
camp meetings, as would be the 
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case in later years.) Since the 
conference did not own a camp 
ground, arrangements were made to 
lease vacant land or to use some-
one's donated land as a temporary 
site. Camp meetings were sponsored 
by the different conference dis-
tricts-Puget Sound, Tacoma, or 
Yakima. Free Methodists also 
cooperated with camp meetings 
held by the Holiness Association. 

Camping was primitive, with a 
large tent erected in which services 
were held and a "rest tent" provided 
for those coming as day visitors. 
Most attendants lived in their own 
tents and cooked their meals in a 
very simple manner. 

Here is an account of a Puget 
Sound District Camp Meeting held 
in Burlington in July 1911. At this 
camp, $1,200 was raised for Seattle 
Seminary and $600 for a new 
parsonage at Burlington. The final 
meeting was recounted in The Free 
Methodist magazine as follows: 

"The meeting closed on 
Sunday night about midnight, with 
a grand march around the grounds. 
Many had never seen a camp 
meeting closed in this way. The 
glorious songs and the shouts of the 
saints will never be forgotten:' 

BEGINNINGS 
OF 
METHODISM 

John Wesley, 
Founder of Methodism 

It is helpful for us, as Free 
Methodists, to periodically examine 
our heritage. For a brief account of 
the beginnings of Methodism, we 
quote the following paragraphs 
from the 1883 Methodist Episcopal 
Discipline: "The Rev. John Wesley 
wrote, 'In 1729, two young men in 
England, reading the Bible, saw 
they could not be saved without 
holiness, followed after it, and 
incited others so to do. In 1737, they 
saw, likewise, that men are justified 
before they are sanctified; but still 
holiness was their object. God then 
thrust them out to raise a holy 
people: 

"In the year 1766, Philip 
Embury, a local preacher of our 
Society, from Ireland, began to 
preach in the city of New York, and 
formed a society of his own coun-
trymen and the citizens; and the 
same year, Thomas Webb preached 
in a hired room near the barracks. 
About the same time, Robert 
Strawbridge, a local preacher from 
Ireland, settled in Frederick county 
in the State of Maryland, and, 
preaching there, formed some 
societies. The first Methodist church 
was built in New York, in 1768 or 
1769; and in 1769 Richard 

Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor 
came to New York, who were the 
first regular Methodist preachers on 
the continent. In the latter end of 
the year 1771, Francis Asbury and 
Richard Wright, of the same order, 
came over. 

"We believe that God's design 
in raising up the preachers called 
Methodists in America was to 
reform the continent and spread 
scriptural holiness over these lands. 
As a proof hereof, we have seen 
since that time, a great and glorious 
work of God throughout the United 
States." 

BEGINNINGS 
OF FREE 
METHODISM 

Bishop B. T. Roberts, 
Founder of Free Methodism 

For the beginnings of Free 
Methodism, we quote from the 1979 
Book of Discipline of the Free 
Methodist Church: "About 1858, in 
western New York, the Genesee 
Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church excluded several 
ministers and many members from 
the church on various charges and 
allegations, but really for their 
adherence to the basic principles of 
Methodism, especially to the 
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doctrine and experience of entire 
sanctification. Appeals made to the 
General Conference were denied. 
Those excluded could not join any 
other Methodist body, for there was 
none that agreed with them on the 
issues on which they were thrust 
out. Therefore the Free Methodist 
Church was organized by a conven-
tion of lay members and ministers 
which met at Pekin, Niagara 
County, New York, on August 23, 
1860. The first General Conference 
met on the second Wednesday of 
October, 1862, at Saint Charles, 
Illinois. 

"By 1960, the Free Methodist 
Church of North America had 
extended its borders to include 
many countries other than the 
United States and Canada. In Japan, 
the church had developed to general 
conference stature, and other 
nations were making progress 
toward mature strength. An autono-
mous church of mission origin in 
Egypt united with the Free Method-
ist Church in the merger of the 
Holiness Movement Church in 
Canada and the Free Methodist 
Church of North America in 1959. 
It seemed that the time had come to 
provide for the establishment of 
general conferences in addition to 
the North America General Confer-
ence. Therefore, in connection with 
plans for a World Fellowship of Free 
Methodist Churches, the General 
Conference of 1960 defined two 
national areas outside North 
America as General Conferences, 
namely, Egypt and Japan. 

"The 1964 General Conference 
of the Free Methodist Church of 
North America adopted an enabling 
resolution of general conferences in 
other areas of the world. The 
purpose for the actions taken was to 
provide for the more speedy evange-
lization of the world and the 
extention of scriptural holiness and 
its fruits by cooperative ministries of 
mature Free Methodist churches in 
many lands:' 

In the 1994 Free Methodist 
Yearbook, we find a statistical 
record of the continued growth of 
Free Methodism, both in North 

America and overseas. There are 
now three national areas outside 
North America defined as General 
Conferences: Egypt, Japan, and 
Rwanda. In addition, there are six 
provisional General Conferences: 
South Africa, India, Mozambique, 
Zaire, Burundi, and the Philippines. 
Total Free Methodist overseas 
membership is 281,377. Total Free 
Methodist membership in North 
America (including the United 
Kingdom, Canada, the United 
States, and Extension) is 84,708. 

BEGINNINGS 
OF FREE 
METHODI SM 
IN THE 
PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST 

For the beginnings of Free 
Methodism in the Pacific North-
west, we refer to the book Free 
Methodism in Washington by Rev. 
A. N. West. Rev. West was a charter 
member of the Washington Confer-
ence. He wrote as follows: "In the 
year 1873, the Susquehanna Confer-
ence sent Rev. George Edwards as a 
missionary to Washington Territory. 
Leaving his family in Rochester, 
New York, he came in company 
with H. H. Pease to Seattle. Brother 
Edwards from here went to 
Chehalis, where in 1875 he held the 
first camp meeting and organized 
the first Free Methodist Society in 
Washington. In this meeting Rev. 
Ira Ward, pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Chehalis, was 
led into the experience of holiness 
and, with his entire society, united 
with the Free Methodists. He 
became a member of the Oregon 
and Washington Conference, and 
was an able minister, continuing 

Rev. George Edwards and Rev. E. L. 
Smith, circa late 1890's 

faithful to the church until the 
Master called him home:' 

From 1878-1879, the minutes 
of the New York Conference show 
George Edwards was assigned 
missionary to the "Washington 
Territory and Oregon:' In its ap-
pointments for 1880, "Washington 
Territory Mission" was identified as 
a district, with John Glen as chair-

man. Appointments were: "Seattle, 
John Glen; Patcha (near Pomeroy) 
and Walla Walla, G. Edwards:' That 
arrangement remained unchanged 
for the next two years when the 
Oregon Territory district was added 
with T. S. LaDue as Chairman. 

In addition to the formal 
appointments listed above, it is 
thought that the first Free Method-
ists coming to the Pacific Northwest 
settled near Clackamas, Oregon, in 
1874. These pioneers did not give 
up their allegiance to Free 
Methodism. Instead of joining some 
existing denomination in their area, 
they insisted on preserving the 
standards and organization of the 
Free Methodist denomination. It 
was eleven years before any confer-
ence organization was established 
in their area. 

Request was made to the 
general leadership of our denomina-
tion that a conference be organized 
in the Pacific Northwest. A date was 
set for the event: June 10, 1885. 

A group met in a tabernacle at 
Beaverton, Oregon, at 8:00 A.M., 
with General Superintendent E. P. 
Hart presiding. The new organiza-
tion was named "The Oregon and 
Washington Territory Conference:' 

The new conference began 

General Superintendents of the Free Methodist Church, 1898- 1903 
L toR: Burton R. Jones, Edward P. Hart, Walter A. Sellew, and George W. 
Coleman 
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Snohomish Free Methodist Church, Circa 1890's 

Seattle Seminary took over the 
honor of being the largest Sunday 
School in the conference. 

CONFERENCE 
TERRITORY 
ENLARGED IN 1901 

In 1901 the Columbia River 
Conference requested by vote that 
the executive committee change the 
boundary line between the Wash-
ington and Columbia River Confer-
ences, making the Columbia River 

line. Thus all preach-
mg pomts west of the Columbia 
River were transferred to the 
Washington Conference. Called the 
Ellensburg District, the added 
preaching points were Roslyn, Cle 
Elum, Sunnyside, North Yakima 
(later changed to Yakima), 
Ellensburg, and Teanaway. As a 
result of these additions, the total 
number of Sunday Schools in-
creased to 17 and total membership 
to 524. 

A great many concerns were voiced 
about reforms, especially in the area 
of conformity to the world. A partial 
report of the Committee on Reforms 
follows: "We fear there is a ten-
dency toward the world in many of 
our good people. Let us avoid 
worldliness as we would the devil ... 
Let us as pilgrims be free from the 
world in spirit, customs and fash-
ions. Let no changes of 'the season 
of the year make any change that 
will lead in the direction of the 
world. If any man is a friend of the 
world he is an enemy of God is 
preaching none too plain." The 
committee report went on to urge 
reform in the areas of covetousness 
unity effort, a sanctified tongue, ' 
redeemmg the time, and the pay-
ment of debts. 

It is not surprising that the 
_1895-1905 decade brought an 
mcreased concern regarding 

Historians report a 
number of life changing 

mventions: the automobile the 
1903 ANNUAL airplane, the radio and motion 
CONFERENCE and even the telephone 

was still called newfangled in that 
General Superintendent E. P. decade. 

Hart presided over the eighth At the ninth annual session 
annual conference April15-19, held in April of 1904, the confer: 
1903, at Seattle. The statistical ence was divided into three dis-
reports showed a gain of twenty- tricts: the Puget Sound District with 
three percent in total membership. T. H. Marsh as District Elder and 
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th_e Tacoma and Ellensburg Districts 
wrth B. F. Smalley assigned District 
Elder of these two districts. 

"'\significant fund raising 
campargn took place at this confer-
ence, resulting in the raising of 
$25,000 in subscriptions for the 

of the new administration 
bmldmg at Seattle Seminary. The 

joined in singing, 
Prarse God From Whom All 

Blessings Flow;' and all went to 
their work with courage and faith 
for the coming year. 

Jules Ryff, missionary to Africa 
1904 ' 

WORN-OUT 
pREACHERS 

In the early decades of our 
conference, the Free Methodist 
Yearbook refers to retired ministers 
as "superannuated or worn-out 
preachers!' In those days there was 
no set retirement age; you served as 
long as you were able to do so . 
There were no pensions or Social 
Security funds available. Each 
conference decided on an annual 
lump sum payment for superannu-
ated preachers, their widows and 
orphans. In 1905, a typical pay-
ment to a retired preacher was 
$100-$150; a preacher's widow, 
$75-$100; orphans,$25-$45. Since 
life expectancy at the turn of the 
century was 47 years, most confer-
ences had only a few payments to 
make. 

The 1905 Yearbook records 686 
full members and 145 probationers in our 
conference. A total of $8,597.04 was paid 
to 21 preachers. 

THE 
PROMISED 
L AND 
1905-1915 

In this decade all kinds of 
promotional brochures advertised 
Wonderful Washington to the rest of 
the nation. It was portrayed as the 

Iand-a pleasant, healthy 
chmate with splendid opportunities 
for both labor and capital. 

This was a decade of height-
ened social awareness in Washing-
ton State. Women were granted the 
vote in 1910, more than a decade 
before the rest of the nation fol-
lowed suit. The WCTU (Women's 
Ch:isti_an Temperance Union) was 
actrve m educating the populace on 
the evils of 'the demon rum: Many 

Mrs. A. H. Stillwell, wife of Seattle Seminary Vice President, at wheel, with 
Sunday School children ready to join downtown prohibition parade, circa 1914 

Free Methodist women were WCTU 
members. 

The Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) union was organized 
in 1905, to better working and 
living conditions for wage workers. 

Between 1905 and 1915, an 
apple craze gripped eastern Wash-
ington. "Fruitland" was sold to 
future orchardists who planted 
millions of acres with fruit trees. 
Today, the irrigated lands of the 
Yakima, Wenatchee, and Okanagan 
districts produce the majority of the 
apples in the state. 

Among notable regional events 
that encouraged growth and pros-
perity was the Alaska Yukon Pacific 
Exposition of 1909 in Seattle. The 
first day's attendance was close to 
90,000, with a total of 3,750,000 
during its 137-day run. This, in a 
state with a population of just over 
a million. 

CAMP MEETINGS 
In the 1905-1915 decade we 

begin to read reports of annual 
camp meetings held in various 
locations in the Washington Confer-
ence. (The annual conference 
sessions were held in different local 
churches and not combined with 
camp meetings, as would be the 
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case in later years.) Since the 
conference did not own a camp 
ground, arrangements were made to 
lease vacant land or to use some-
one's donated land as a temporary 
site. Camp meetings were sponsored 
by the different conference dis-
tricts-Puget Sound, Tacoma, or 
Yakima. Free Methodists also 
cooperated with camp meetings 
held by the Holiness Association. 

Camping was primitive, with a 
large tent erected in which services 
were held and a "rest tent" provided 
for those coming as day visitors. 
Most attendants lived in their own 
tents and cooked their meals in a 
very simple manner. 

Here is an account of a Puget 
Sound District Camp Meeting held 
in Burlington in July 1911. At this 
camp, $1,200 was raised for Seattle 
Seminary and $600 for a new 
parsonage at Burlington. The final 
meeting was recounted in The Free 
Methodist magazine as follows: 

"The meeting closed on 
Sunday night about midnight, with 
a grand march around the grounds. 
Many had never seen a camp 
meeting closed in this way. The 
glorious songs and the shouts of the 
saints will never be forgotten:' 

1739 | JOHN WESLEY

1784 | FRANCIS ASBURY

1860 | B.T. ROBERTS

1873 | GEORGE EDWARDS

1885 | ANNUAL CONFERENCE FORMED

A new Methodist branch emerges called 
Free Methodism. Their missional fervency 
and social justice convictions led to rapid 
expansion in the first four decades where 
870 new churches were launched by 1899. 

George Edwards was sent as the first FM 
missionary to Washington from Rochester, 

NY. In 1875 he organized the first FM Church 
in  Washington. 

The Oregon and Washington Territory 
Conference was formed with 12 preaching 
points and 119 members across the two 
states and grew rapidly over the first decade 
before multiplying into three conferences.

God ignited the heart of an Anglican priest 
and the Methodist movement began. In the 
half century that followed, over 100k in 
England identified as Methodists. 

When Asbury arrived in the American 
colonies in 1784, there were only a few 

hundred Methodists in America. Over the 
next 100 years, they grew to almost 9 million.

1895 | WASHINGTON CONF FORMED

THE HISTORY 
OF THE  
PNWC

The Washington Conference was formed  
with 237 members and 13 churches. The 

conference tripled in size over the first  
two decades.



Praying regularly and 
intentionally for one 
another and for the 
people and places we hope to 
serve and reach.   
Our first step in having a healthy church in every 
community is to pray in those communities. Our 

A SHIFT 
FORWARD

A Heritage of Multiplication  
The Washington Oregon Conference was formed 
in 1885 with 13 preaching points and over 200 
members. Within the first century, the church 
started over 60 new churches and had 4,815 
members. Our conference experienced a 
multiplication movement of disciples and 
churches. This happened in the face of many 
challenges. One evangelist in the early days 
referred to Seattle as “old Sodom city.” When 
another leader, Dr. B.S. Lamb, was asked how the 
church thrived against such challenges he wrote, 
“Their supreme emphasis on prayer and the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit is unquestionably 
the fundamental cause of these early successes.” 
These two values are being re-emphasized today. 
  

2020 A Vision for Multiplication 
The Pacific Northwest Conference reproduced 
itself by giving birth to a whole new conference 
called the Reach Conference in 2019 under the 
guidance of Bishop Matt Thomas. That same year 
the PNWC superintendent, Matt Whitehead, was 
elected Bishop. Michael Forney was elected as 
the superintendent of the PNWC and came with a 
bold vision to multiply leaders and churches. A 
new God-given goal was set to start 120 new 
apostolic initiatives by 2028.  

This bold vision to reach new people with the 
good news of Jesus will help transform our 
communities. The state of Washington has one of the 
highest rates of religiously unaffiliated people at 
32% of the population. Atheists and agnostics 
make up a third of those unaffiliated making this 
part of the country a challenging place to share 

the good news of God’s redemptive love. Yet, 
people are spiritually hungry for something 
different than what the church has offered in the 
past. We are seeking new and creative ways to 
be in ministry to the people of our state. We 
will need new ways of being church to help us 
make disciples in this region.  

  

We are already making good progress toward our 
goal. We are currently in conversation with 18 
leaders about starting apostolic initiatives in the 
state of Washington and Alaska. We have 17 
initiatives currently in the planning and launching 
phases of ministry. We have already launched 5 
new church plants in our region. We are well on 
the way to our overall goal, but we still need 
partners to help start and fund new initiatives.  

W
h

e
re

 W
e

 S
ta

n
d



OUR 
COMMISSION
Before the resurrected Jesus ascended to the Father 
he left his disciples with some compelling instructions, 
often referred to as “The Great Commission.” 

Jesus’ mandate for his disciples was to go and 
make more disciples, who would then make and 
multiply more disciples, saturating the globe with 
people passionately committed to announcing and 
demonstrating the good news of the Kingdom of 
God. From there, a movement grew exponentially. We 
read about the early church rapidly growing and 
multiplying throughout the Book of Acts and 
continuing through the first few centuries. Leading 
religious sociologists contend that over 50% of the 
population of the Roman Empire were Christians by 
the year 350 AD. There have been many other 
multiplication movements in response to Jesus’ Great 
Commission throughout history, including our own 
Methodist movement in England and the United 
States in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

Matthew 28:18-20  
Then Jesus came to them and said,  “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”

OUR 
PROBLEM
In North America today, we find that the spread of 
the Gospel and the witness of the church has 
stalled considerably. The majority of churches in the 
United States has declined or plateaued. Church 
participation is becoming increasingly less relevant 
and attractive to those far from God. Missiologist Alan 
Hirsch suggests that only 40 percent of the 
American population is reachable by church as we 
know it, and that number is decreasing. The fastest- 
growing “religion” in the United States is the “nones,” 
those who, when asked what religious affiliation they 
adhere to, would respond “none.” Younger 
generations (millennials, Gen Z and Generation Alpha) 
are growing up largely without any connection. To 
reach new people, we need to start new churches.

“We have seen a historic move 
of God in the neighborhood of 
Belltown/Downtown Seattle in 
the last 12 months. We are just 

a church plant, but God has 
allowed us to steward our 

resources, our people, and our 
leaders at Coastline Church for 

the work of the Kingdom.” 

Brice Sanders 
Coastline Church



The climate of our region bares these realities as well. 
Across Washington and Alaska, the vast majority of 
the 8.5 Million residents are outside the reach of a 
current church.  We celebrate the beauty of our 
region as we consider the ethnic,  cultural and 
professional diversity, and uniqueness throughout our 
network! However, we also recognize that in the midst 
of great beauty, there is also great brokenness.  

We believe wholeheartedly that Jesus has sent us  to 
our communities for such a time as this to partner 
together to expand the Kingdom of God throughout 
this land. We envision a movement of disciples 
multiplying disciples, leaders multiplying leaders, and 
churches multiplying churches.   

OUR 
OPPORTUNITY

“Church planting is the single most effective 
evangelism strategy under Heaven.”  

 - C. Peter Wagner

While we believe that a Spirit-fueled movement only 
happens when the Spirit of God supernaturally 
awakens God’s people, we also believe that as the 
people of God, we are responsible to provide the 
kindling for the flames of a movement. To that end, 
we are committing ourselves to the following 
initiatives: 

• Groundbreaking Prayer 
• Transformative Leadership 
• Catalytic Coaching 
• Igniting Multiplication 
• Accelerating Missional Movement 

We believe there is a “Great Re-commissioning” of the 
church taking place in our land today and we want to 
respond in obedience, trusting that a diverse Spirit-
fueled movement of disciples, leaders and churches 
is on the horizon!

OUR DREAM 
120 NEW CHURCH 
EXPRESSIONS  

“God has been drawing both Snoqualmie 
Tribal Members and non-natives to our 
gatherings. On February 12th we hosted a 
Potlatch with 80 people attending during 
which a Tribal Elder shared their history, 
sang and played the drums accompanied 
by her son and great grandchildren. It was 
so well received that we are planning 
another one this summer.” 

Patti Yetneberk 
The Church of  
Living Waters



How will we know if we are 
accomplishing our vision?  
Measurable indicators will keep us 
on mission.  

• Spirit Aliveness 
• Evangelistic Disciple-making 

Systems 
• Mentoring Pipeline 
• Multiplication Steps  

Our Mission

Northwest  
Steve Fish 

Southwest  
Emily Faley 

Northeast  
Mike McCune 

Southeast  
Scott Hemberry 

Metro North  
Craig Brown 

Alaska  
Bryan Sallee 

Metro South  
Mark Miller

SEVEN  
MISSIONAL ZONES

“God called me and our leadership to launch a second church in 
Seattle for soul salvation. The Lord has given us His vision - Outreach 
and Fellowship (Acts 1:8, 2:42-47); and His strategy - "Blessing, 
Loving and Feeding.”  Church planting is a great blessing and 
challenging ministry. But it is so easy when you obey and listen to 
God's voice through your prayer and let Him do the work. Jesus 
requires a church planter as a seed faith, and He ever grows and 
bears abundant fruits.” 

Paul Kim, Pungsunghan Fellowship Church

Igniting a diverse Spirit-fueled movement 
that catalyzes the multiplication of 
disciples, leaders and churches.

Our Measures



120 New Church 
Expressions

M
u

lt
ip

lic
a

ti
o

n

A healthy church in every community. 



G roundbreaking 
prayer

Leadership Development through the Ordination 
Process, Learning Labs, and Ministry Labs  
We believe every leader is a learner. We encourage 
all our church leaders to be engaged in learning 
communities that help equip them for ministry in 
the Pacific Northwest. The conference currently has 
opportunities for church leaders to be in community 
with others. We are also in the process of creating 
learning labs.  

Action: If you would like to join a learning 
community, please contact our administrator Joan 
Foster at joan.foster@pnwc.org. 

T ransformative 
Leadership

Praying regularly and intentionally for one another 
and for the people and places we hope to serve 
and reach   
Our first step in having a healthy church in every 
community is to pray in those communities. Our 
posture is to pray first and ask the Lord of the harvest 
to lead us (Matthew 9:38). We invite all our leaders to 
pray regularly and intentionally in our communities 
through prayer walks and daily intercession.  

Action: If you would like help leading a prayer walk 
in a community, please contact Assistant 
Superintendent Matt Poole at matt.poole@pnwc.org. 

OUR STRATEGIES

mailto:matt.poole@pnwc.org
mailto:joan.foster@pnwc.org


Coaching relationships that help leaders move 
towards fulfilling our missional goals   
The PNWC has been busy training dozens of coaches 
to help leaders move from where they are today to 
fulfilling their mission and vision in the future. 
Coaches come alongside and partner with church 
leaders to ensure they fulfill goals and next steps in 
ministry. This helps us create an environment of high 
accountability and low control.  

Action: If you are interested in being coached or 
would like more information on being trained as a 
coach, please contact Assistant Superintendent Cathy 
Tastad at cathy.tastad@pnwc.org. 

C atalytic 
coaching

I gniting 
Multiplication

Regional Missional Zones foster collaboration 
and the development of regional visions   
The conference has organized itself around seven 
missional zones. This will help distribute leadership 
across our conference for collaboration and 
visioning in each region.  

Action: If you are interested in being a part of a 
missional zone, please contact Superintendent 
Michael Forney at michael.forney@pnwc.org.   
 

A ccelerating 
Missional 
Movement 

Every church multiplies new church expressions to 
reach people far from Jesus 
We want to assist churches in becoming multipliers of 
disciples and churches. We dream of creating a 
movement of multipliers in our conference. We 
assess, train, and coach called people in making new 
and diverse disciples. We have created a 
collaboration center to help new churches launch and 
are envisioning further collaboration centers.   

Action: If you are interested in being part of this 
movement, please contact Assistant Superintendent 
Matt Poole at matt.poole@pnwc.org.

mailto:cathy.tastad@pnwc.org
mailto:michael.forney@pnwc.org
mailto:matt.poole@pnwc.org
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Multiplying Churches

The PNWC’s process of planting provides basic stepping stones for you to envision how to start a new 
church expression. Our trainers and coaches are here to walk with you through the process.  

The Process of Planting

PROBLEM
THERE IS NOT A CHURCH FOR EVERYONE

SOLUTION
WE EMPOWER LEADERS AND CHURCHES 
TO MULTIPLY EXPRESSIONS OF CHURCH

OUTCOME
AN EXPRESSION OF CHURCH FOR 
ALL PEOPLE IN ALL PLACES 

IGNITING NEW CHURCHES FOR ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE. 

In Partnership with 



The PNWC, in partnership with Mission Igniter, has a team of trained and certified coaches who walk 
with planters to develop and implement a strong comprehensive plan for launching a new church.

Coaching

A strong and vetted start-up plan is vital for the success of sustainable and thriving churches. Our 
extensive planning process helps planters move their “God idea” to a “God-inspired plan.”  At the end 

of Plan Development Coaching, each planter will have a comprehensive plan that covers these six 
areas and is prepared for a grant proposal with the PNWC Grant Team:

D U S T I N  W E B E R  
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R   
D U S T I N . W E B E R @ M I S S I O N I G N I T E R . O R G

E R I C K  E W A S K O W I T Z  
D I R E C T O R  O F  C O A C H I N G  A N D  T R A I N I N G  
E R I C K . E W A S K O W I T Z @ M I S S I O N I G N I T E R . O R G

M I S S I O N  I G N I T E R  P A R T N E R S  

GET THE SUPPORT EVERY CHURCH PLANTER NEEDS.

mailto:erick.ewaskowitz@missionigniter.org
mailto:dustin.weber@missionigniter.org


Join in funding the future of the PNWC
Partner in Mission

THREE WAYS YOU CAN PARTNER FINANCIALLY WITH THE MISSION  
  

Multiplication Grants 
The conference has gathered a grant task force to approve grants of up to $50,000 to 
called leaders with a plan to start a new initiative or church plant. We are looking for 
donors to help us continue to make funds available for future ministries of 
multiplication.  
  

Building Capacity 
We need to establish additional funding to help build capacity on our team to recruit, 
assess, train, and coach apostolic leaders in our conference. This fund will help staff 
the conference and our partner organization, Mission Igniter, to reach our goal of 120 
new apostolic initiatives.  
  

Multiplication Endowment Fund 
We are establishing an endowment fund for the future of church planting beyond 
2028. We would love to see our new churches multiply themselves into future 
generations of disciples. If you would like to be a part of helping us start the 
endowment, please reach out to one of our superintendents. 



If you have a heart to see a new 
ministry or church started, set up your 
free initial coaching session with 
someone on our team. Email Matt 
Poole matt.poole@pnwc.org or visit 
MissionIgniter.org.

Get the support every 
church planter needs.1

Financially partner with us 
to ignite new churches.2

Jesus’ mission for the church to 
multiply invites each of us to give 
what we can. 

Mission Igniter and the Pacific Northwest 
Conference are  501(c)3 non-profit organizations. 

All gifts are tax deductible. 

Join us in igniting new 
churches for all kinds of people!

How to Give 
Give online: 


MissionIgniter.org/PNWC 

Give by mail:  
PNWC 

PO Box 1639 
Snohomish, WA 98291 

Planned Giving:  
Other giving vehicles are available 

such as the gifts of stocks or securities 
and may provide increased tax 

benefits to you. To discuss these 
options, please reach out to Dustin 

(Dustin.Weber@MissionIgniter.org) at 
833-709-2251.  

http://MissionIgniter.org/PNWC


MICHAEL FORNEY 
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  
M I C H A E L . F O R N E Y @ P N W C . O R G    
2 0 6 . 9 6 2 . 2 6 5 1

Visionary & Organization Leader of the  
Pacific Northwest Conference

SALLY LEE 
S T R A T E G Y  &  O P E R A T I O N S  
S A L L Y. L E E @ P N W C . O R G  
2 0 6 . 9 6 2 . 2 6 1 4  

Assists with strategy & operations, and oversees 
the Maple Leaf Community Collaborative.

CATHY TASTAD 
A S S I S T A N T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  
C A T H Y. T A S T A D @ P N W C . O R G  
2 0 6 . 7 0 9 . 5 1 3 6

Directs operations & communication, provides training 
& resources to local churches, oversees communication.

ALLISON COVENTRY 

 Oversees pastoral formation & leadership development, 
serves as the conference Ministerial Education & 

Guidance Board Chair.

L E A D E R S H I P  D E V  &  P A S T O R A L  F O R M A T I O N  
A L L I S O N . C O V E N T R Y @ P N W C . O R G  
2 0 6 . 4 8 6 . 9 6 9 6  

JOAN FOSTER 
E X E C U T I V E  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  A S S I S T A N T   
J O A N . F O S T E R @ P N W C . O R G  
2 0 6 - 2 8 1 - 5 0 0 3  

Provides administrative support 
 to the staff.

PO Box 1639 
Snohomish, WA 98291-1639

mailto:allison.coventry@pnwc.org
mailto:cathy.tastad@pnwc.org
mailto:joan.foster@pnwc.org
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